Sic lSsir LovisVILLE USERS GROUP 


VAS AE, 


The Sinclair Louisville User Group meeting came to. order on 
Sunday, November 8, 1987 at 2:00 PM at the Government Center on 
Guter Loop road. 


At the Sunday meeting, we discussed the want of a different day 
and/or time for SLUG meetings. I have checked into this, and we 
have a variety of options available, with Friday nites being the 
most agreeable by those in attendance. If you disagree with this 
proposed weekday nite, let’s here from you with ancther 
suggestion. We still need to determine a starting time. How 
about 7:307 Since this is the last issue of SLUG this year, I 
will mail a meeting schedule to all members soon. 


Another item that needs to be discussed scon is who and how 
many members will be going to WINTERFEST ain Florida. Time is 
running out if reservations need to be made. By the way, a few 
people in Florida have looked into room rates of mctels/hotels 
out of the Orlando ares, and they are much cheaper. $40 to 70 
dollars a nite...compared to #70 to $110 at the fest site. 


The last item to report is that planning is in the works for a 
"Super User Group" meeting to be held in Columbus, Ohio on 
Saturday, January 30, 196%. This 15 NOT a fest, but a get— 
together of Timex/Sinclair user groups within a few hours 
driving time of Columbus. Discussions of our computers and 
friendly conversation is the bill of fare. To heip cover arink 
and snack (chips etc.) costs, there will be a 1.00 donation. 
Oh, almost forgot the best part! Part of the day will be spent 
on a tour of the Compuserve facilities. This is quite a huge 


‘ data processing complex, with many areas of interest for all 
telecommunication enthusiasts. I have made a "reservation" that 


four members from SLUG will be in attendence at this meeting. 
That doesn’t mean that more than four can’t go, but we should at 
least have a good showing. We drive up in the morning and return 
home the same evening. 


Jim Pitts continued on with his machine language programming 
Classes for those interested. Ray Maniey wiil have left for 
sunnier places by now. We should see him again sometime in early 
part of next year. A. few peepie were interested in the 
Amdisk-II1Itb) disk drives. I have heard rumor that there were 
only a few left (&), if any at all. Anybody heard different? Ed 
Radtke, Jim Pitts, and myself, have decided to purchase the 
Aerco FD-68 disc interface as a bare board kit for $50. This 
includes the ROM, some of the other “special” chips, boot disc, 
and the operation manual. If anybody else is interested in 
ordering the the Aerco kit, see Ed Radtke. 


The meeting was officially ajourned at 4°00 PM. We wish you and 
yours the very best wishes for a Merry Christmas and Heppy New 
Year. Please be careful on the roads...you never know when Santa 
-might pop out, and we sure wouldn’t want to delay delivery of 
all those goodies he has for us, wouid we? 


President Sah Lewes: Editor SHAWN MERRICK 
Secretary BOB CRECCO Librarian ED RADTKE 
Treasurer JOHN HAMILTION Public RAY MANLEY 
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For QL owners with the Q@-Code communications program is a BBS 
that will provide color screens: 


O1-Aug-87 21:00:55 
Sb: U.S. Telecom 

Fm: Norm Lehfeldt 724646,3273 
To: GCODE Owners 


I have finally heard back from U.S. Telecom. They sent me an 
ID number and a password (just another ten-digit number -—- I 
think I can change it to a real word online) which will be 
activated after I send them a $10.00 annual membership fee. 


For those who may have forgotten, VU. S. Telecom is a 
Prestel-format data/communications service. This means you get 
colors and pictures on your screen —- not just little green or 


amber letters marching by. 


They will send free Prestel—-compatible software to owners of PC 
compatibles ‘and the Apple I1 series. Software for otner 
computers will be released as they write it. Here is a case 
where GL owners are ahead of the pack. Anyone who received the 
QCODE software with the Modaptor is already Prestel— compatible. 
There is also Prestel software for the Spectrum, but I should 
stress that in their literature U.S. Telecom is only offering 
the PC/Apple software so far. 


You can sample U.S. Telecom by calling 212 925 0843, using GQCODE 
in its Prestel configuration. 


Norm 


To=All 


Hey all you QCODE users!!! Finally a source of VIDEOTEX right 
here in the USA! Thanks to a guy I met at a L.I.5.T. meeting, I 
got the number for a US Telecom EBS (PRESTEL format!!) right 
here in the US> The number is 212-925-0843. It is a NY city 
Humber. You can wander around the system checking out the neat 
FULL COLOR graphics and stuff for FREE or you can register to 
become a full user. I have inguired about that, and will post 
more info soon. It was pretty interesting just to see what QCODE 
and the QL can do...you might want to call the number just to 
see for yourself. ONLY- when the system asks you to hit # to 
continue, on the GL that is ENTER!! To ENTER Cor LINEFEED), you 
must use CONTROL-M. Especially if you try to post something. 
LATER-—--—— Joe Newman/Variety Sales 
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This database pcogram from Coleco is quite useful. As 
with most programs of this type, you can store information, 
search through it, changs oc delete, and Sciacy i. Although 
I've heard there is a bug in the commercial copy, a public 


domain version (27D) claims to be the perfected one, 


When you create a database, SmartFILER will let you 
choose up to four data fields (name, address, whatever) that 
can be used Later in searches. I think there is a limit of 
twelve Fields (whera's my docs hiding?). Searchable fields 
can hold a maximum of 24 characters. This is a limitation, 
but I've been able to sek thiags up in spite of it. 
Searches can include <, >, or <> signs. You can look for 
data daside a field without knowing the full information. 
For example, you may enter "Dav..." foc a search. The theres 
periods indicate any data beyianiag with "Dav" is waated. 
You would €éiad "David", "Dave", and who knows what else! 
Data ia the middle or end can be searched for too. 


Field types mist be specified when starting a new 
Pahabasa, Numbers, letters, and text are your choices. 
Text allows about a page of comments or info, but it can't 


saarched through. You can put blank £ields into the file 
tO be used later, but you must svecify wnat kind of Gate you 
ace rasarving space for, and numver of characters. After 
you create the ‘file, you can not add fields or change the 
type of data they hold. Only the name of the field can be 
altered. When the database is ready, it displays the 
maximum numoder of records it can hold (based on size and 
type of data you chose). 


You can load a format or create one when printing data. 
Brackets denote data to insert in printouts and all other 
characters are pcinted literally. For example, “[Name], 
[Phone]" would print the names and phone numbers of marked 
data, with a comma and space in-between. When searching, 
you first mark the data to print using the Smartkey menus. 
Options include mark line; mark all, erase mark, erase all 
marks. 


There is not much more to discover, The program is 
fairly easy to use. The thing I dislike most about 
Suackh?TIUSR is that you must page theough searched data, one 
c2soc] ab a time; there is-ap way eo page Dy screens or even 
catica directly to the too or botton of the List you €inad. 
Disk access is quite fast. Documentation is noi too Leagiay 

z progeam is quite practical and aot burden ed with 
excessive feakures. 4n irteres 

lec poogcam calied RECIPE F 
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sting thing to ante is that 
{LR seems to be the same 
program, but pre-configured to only inout cooking 
infovmakioaw. Ta otiec wocds; you can eceate your own recioe 
filer by setting a SmactFILaR database with the same data 


fields. 


Wext issue, I'll be reviewing my ADAMCastle Bulle 


Board System. I'll be objective, but you know it's go 
be lateresting! 
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Projects in the Works 
py Jim Pitts 


This is just a little update on the computer activities at 
the Pitt's house. I have spent many hours trying to develop 
aa EPROM orogrammer for the TS/1000. The original idea was 
to design a super-cheap programmer for 2K and 8K EPROMs. So 
far, I haven't had much luck with this one. I tried to 
eliminate the usual multivibrator timer which is 
traditionally used to apply the 1 or 50 ms pulse to the PGM 
pin of the EPROM. In it's place, I tried to use a software 
timed pulse from the 8225 PPI chip which supplies the data 
and address lines for the EPROM. This short cut may be the 
probdtam. I do not have complete programming specs for 2716, 
2516, or 2764 EPROMs, so I may be missing something. Can 
anyone help? 


Work continues on integrating my TS/1000 into the heart of a 
cadio astronomy project. I have searched high and low for 
suitable software and have gradually incorporated modified 
routines from other sources with my own little creations 
into a radio astronomy orogram. This program will tell me 
at what oodject my dish is pointed or at what elevation and 
time to listen for a particular celestial radio source. This 
is quite challenging for someone like myself who has trouble 
with trigonometry. Eventually, the project may involve data 
collection and analysis by the computer and possibly an 
active system for steering the dish as it follows an object 
in it's movement across the sky. 


I continue to be plagued by disk errors on my AERCO disk 
drive for the TS/1000. I've souped-up the power supply and 
even substituted a Z80B CPU chip for the original. I am 
beginning to suspect that I am zapping diskettes with strong 
RF fields generated by my nearby ham radio transmitter. Have 
any of you hams experienced this problem? I really dislike 
my 64K Memopak memory module. Does anyone know a cheap 
source for those 32K CMOS RAMs? Fifteen bucks a piece seems 
a little high to me. 


Yet another oject on the shelf is interfacing our 
Panasonic ctronic typewriter to the Timex computers. 
This shoul be a simple job. I sent off for the schematic 
for the K1LOO eater Sacer adaptor which you are supposed to 
need to accomplish this It looks to me like serial RS-232 
signals feed straight through this 130 dollar gizmo. I 
should be able to use the ZEBRA RS-232 adapter for my 2050 
modem boards with no problem. 


te 
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I wrote a machine language morse code program which uses a 
couple of wires across the space key for input from the 
radio. Of course, a relay and audio detector is necessary 
to short the space key. The output method is via the mic 
jack and again it is necessary to convert it's signal 
through a relay to key the transmitter. There is no 


keyboard buffer. That would require a different output 
method which didn't put the computer in fast mode during key 
down times. The program was fun to write and I gained a 
little experience using split screen and having the top and 
bottom nalves scroll independently. 


I guess it's time to confess. All four of my children have 
8-bit ATARI computers. Demian just spent all his savings on 
an 810 disk drive. For those of you who have ATARI 8-bits, 
(maybe you use them to play games or something), I have 
heard that ATARI is no longer selling their accessories to 
suppliers. What I heard from ones dealer was that ATARI is 
going to sell the stuff only through company owned outlets, 
and at a consideradiy higher orice than now available. I do 
know that the 1050 disk drive is going up in orice and is 
getting very hard to find. Sounds like a bad move ATARI. 
This may be the beginning of the end for your 8-bit 
machinass. 


©INFOSYSTEMS 


“The IRS is calling. They want to know if 
your tax return is IBM compatible.” 


‘There's your problem: pixel dust.” 


A Computer Response, Inc. 


Prompt, Professional Sales & Service 


220 Centre Street, Sullivan, NH 03445 


Special Offer! 
Sinclair QLs Only $99 


HARDWARE SUPPLIES SHIPPING COSTS 
Sinclair QL w/Software $99.00 Seikosha Printer Ribbon 8.95 | Mono Bundle $22.00 


Magnavox Amber Monitor 99.00 MicroDrive Cartridges 4-pak 10.95 a nag pe 
Magnavox RGB Monitor 299.00 MicroDrive Cartridges 10-pak 25.00 a Panter sap 
QL and Amber Monitor 189.00 ACCESSORIES RGB Monitor 15.00 
QL and AGB Color Monitor 379.00 RS232 Printer Cable 14.95 | Amber Monitor 10.00 


Seikosha SP-1200 Printer 259.00 RGB Monitor Lead 14.95 | Backup QL ; 8.00 
Backup QL (QL only) 75.00 Composite Mono Monitor Lead 14.95 |PLUS ail other items 
Total under $25.00 1.95 
25.01 - 50.00 3.95 
50.01 - 100.00 4.95 
100.01 - 150.00 5.95 
Over $150.00 6.95 
Credit cards - add 4% to total 
Canada - add $12 
s - 
6 EC So 


1 Phone ( 2 


Name 


Method of payment (U.S. Funds Only) 


(JCheck []Money Order 
(MasterCard LIJVISA 


Address 
City 
State 


Acct. No. 
Exp. Date 


Signature 


Description Unit cost 


MAIL TO: 
At COMPUTER RESPONSE, INC., 
220 CENTRE STREET, 

SULLIVAN, NH 03445 


(603) 847-3373 


Sub total 
Add 4% for credit cards; then shipping charges; $12 for Canada 
TOTAL 


* Prica and avalablity subject to change without notica ° 


TIME DESIGNS MAGAZINE 


ONLY $15 for one year (six bl-monthly Issues) 


COVERAGE FOR ALL SINCLAIR MACHINES 
TS2068 TS1IOOO TSI5O0O ZX81 
Z88 Sinclair QL ZX Spectrum 


BINGHAMS BEST 1/7 


TAKING THE QUANTUM LEAP: 


The Last Word on the Sinclair QL 
by 
new Mita da Sosa Ney, 
The only QL book to cover tne lastest advances in harcwara 


and software. Chock full of useful programs and examples. 
Fully illustrated, 280 pages. No QL owner should be without It! 


PAUL BINGHAM 
FO BOX 2034 
MESA, AZ gc214 | 

Ey Fly 


EXCLUSIVELY AVAILABLE FROM: 


xa TIME DESIGNS 
= 29722 Hult Rd. 
Colton, Oregon 97017 


U.S.A. 
(503) 824-2658 (24 hour order line) 
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“HERE'S BEEN A LOT on e 
ADVANC2MENTS iN THE 


INDUSTRY... 
& 
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Tired of tackling “WHERE TO PUT THE POWER PACK" problems?7? 


eseemaybe covering an adjacent outlet? 
eceear hanging it off the side of the power strip? 
If you don’t aind these problems, then you don't need the 


iad =arEH Rome er 
INEPACRER 
But if you want a better solution for 
this nagging problem, then hera it is! A 
power strip with room to plug in all 
those oversize power packs. 

Tne -LINEPACKER allows up to five 
power packs to be plugged in without 
loss of outlets or pack “hangover”. Even 
the very large Sinclair 2068 computer 
and 2040 printer packs can be used with 
no wasted outlets. 


LINEPACKER's features include: 


# 6 grounded outlets - 5 spaced 
3-1/2" from center to center. 

# 145 ampere circuit breaker. 

# MOV protected outlets 
(Metal Oxide Varistor) 

# B foot heavy duty 12 gauge 
stranded copper power cord 

* reversible mounting flange 

* low profile 1-3/4"H x 
2-1/2"W x 19-1/2"L 

# heavy gauge steel construction 5 


LINEPACKER’s best feature is the price! 


FS 495 B85 +ship 


Quantities are limited. Units are 
surplus equipment, some have scuffs or 
scratches but still in good working 
condition. Color is black only. 


To ORDER send personal check, cashiers 

check. or money order for $23.00 each 

( INCLUDES $3.05 postage and handling ) 
To: 


aan epee ee eaeeeaeaeeeet 


BOB CRECCO 
4627 DEWEY STREET 
NEW ALBANY, INDIANA 
47150 
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*® NEIA) COMEOTES WITH 
INCREASED CRABILITINS | 


BY TOM WILSON 


TLL ENTER SCMe CATA 
REGARDING THE COST CFANEW 
GeeTEM INTO MY CLD CCMPLTER 

AND FIGURE THIS COT! 


© JuBs Universal reese aynaicate 


ALL] HANETO CO1S MAKE ONE - 
PHONE CALL To THe. COMPUTER. = 
At FBT. HEADGUARTERS AND = 
YOU'RE IN DESP TROUBLE WiTH 
THE FeDs! = am ee 


DANG IF I CAN FIGURE How TO Hook 
uP THIS TRACTOR FEED PRINTER 


= i 4 


For last minute TS Christmas shopping for or by your loved ones, copy 
this list and leave it where Santa’s elves wili be sure to find it! 
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RMG Enterprises (Rod Gowan) 1419 1/2 7th Street, Oregon City, OCR 97045 
503-655-7484 1CA to 10P. Send 83 for catalog, refunded on first 
prurchase, lots of software/hardware for the TS tine. 


E. Arthur Brown, S404 Pawnee Dr., Aiexandria MN 563508, 
612-762-8847/753-6393 8:30A to 4:30P E-14 latest catalog-write for 
one. Started as a TS only supplier; now into ibm and atari 


Sunset Electronics, 2254 Taraval St., San Fransisco, CA 94116 
415-665-8330 Latest cataicg I’ve seen, July 1987 


Fairware, Jack Dohany, 390 Rutherford Ave., Redwood City, CA 94061 
415-367-7781: send a SASE for latest catalog. 


Gray & Clifford Computer Products, POB 2186, Inglewood, CA 30305 
213-759-74C6- see data in this issue . 


Foote Software; POB 14655, Gainesville, FL 32604 904-462-1086: send 
for list of products, more than seftware here! 


LarKen Electronics (Larry Kenny), RR#2, Navan, Ontario, K4B-1H9 
Canadas disc IFs and more write for product info. 


Lemke Software, 2144 White Oak, Wichita, Kansas 67207: send SASE for 
preduct details. ; 


Novel soft, Ariel Frailich, 35 Candie Litway, Willowdale, Ontario, M2R 
3J5 Canada-software 


WMJ Data Systems, 4 Butterfly Dr. Hauppauge ‘NY 11788, 516-543-5252: 
write for catalog ~ : 


John Oliger Co.,116G1 Whidbey Br., Cumber | and IN 46223: write for data 
en John’s diac drive systems 


Time Design Magazine, 29722 Hult Ra., Coltcn GR 97017 Soe-s24-265a: 
Write for catalog or subscription info. 


Curry Computer POB 5607, Glendale AZ 985312-5607:Stuff for the whole 
TS tine and @Ls. name your computer when writing. 


Silicon Mountain Computers, C-12, Mtn. Stn, Group Box, Neison, BC ViL 
SP1 Canda: 16900 eosdies 


Snarp’s Inc. Rt 10. Box 459, Mechanicsville VA 22111 804-746-1564 free 
cataicg 


Just a few of the many fine TS dealers in North America..... 


od 
~ 


Hones 
VMOL ‘SdIdva uvago 
*M°S °dq JeAoTD OLEe 
LUaEWVI NOG 


vn 
C9EZ SIZOV 
“AY ‘OT TTAstTno] 
4 “UT PAOFSULTIEM ZZ17 
by 
/3~-a7 / ‘0°1'S 


